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say, for virgins for all his three-score years. The governor
of the Hasa is indeed become a legend in Arabia already in
his life-time—and many the tales told of him as once were
told, truly or otherwise, of the greatest of the Caliphs of
Baghdad.
With' Ali I descended on foot to the western group of wells,
of which only one—Bir al Tawil or ' the deep well/ as it is
called—has survived the vicissitudes of time. The depth to
water in the underlying sandstone is only two fathoms, and
the pit is lined with a wattle frame to prevent the collapse of
the soft alluvial soil through which it is dug. Strongly it
reeked of the staling of camels, which filled the air with a
noisome stench. In the close neighbourhood are other-wells,
whose positions 'Ali pointed out to me, of this ' deep group,'
but they were all dead.
The second group of water-holes, where the camels awaited
us, was only half a mile distant and differed from the first in
being shallower, for which reason they bear the name of Bir
al Qusaiyir or ' the shallow well.' In the two pits of this
group the water is, or was, only one fathom from the surface,
but both were so completely buried in the sand that they
would have been quite unrecognisable as water-holes but for
the circle of camel-dung that invested them with its familiar
halo.
As we rode hence towards our tents a Stone Curlew x was
seen among the bushes in the sand and 'Ali went off in un-
successful pursuit. The sun was very near its setting as we
reached camp, and I realised with some surprise that through-
out this first day of fasting, during which we had marched
some 24 miles, I had experienced not the slightest incon-
venience. Not for a moment had I felt even hungry or
thirsty, but 'Ali confessed to a slight headache as the result
of long abstinence from coffee and some of the others showed
manifest signs of distress. The call to prayer was a signal for
our gathering round the camp-fire, where a dish of dates was
set ready for the breaking of the fast. Coffee was then
served round and we lined up for the prayer about a quarter
of an hour after sunset. An hour later oux frugal dinner of
1 Kcvrwan.

